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Boar® of Selectmen

MEETING TUESDAYS AT700PM » UPPERTOWNHMALL o 1 MAINSTREET »  AYER, MASSACHUSETTS 01432

Tel (978) 772-8220
fax (978) 772-3017

Town Admumnistrator
(978) 772-8210

September 19, 2008

Surface Transportation Board
Attn  Ann Newman

395 E Street, S W.
Washington. DC 20024

RE: Additional Copies of Filed Materials
Finance Docket No. 35147
Norfolk Southern Railway Company, Pan Am Railways, Inc. ct al.
Joint Operating Agreements — Pan Am Southern LLC

Dear Ms Newman:

In response to your telephone request enclosed please find ten color copies of the proposed monitoring
well locations associated with the Town of Ayer’s Spectacle Pond wellfield.

As noted in prior filings, a planned auto-unloading facility would be situated directly atop the Mass Dept.
of Environmental Protection designated Zone Il aquifer recharge area for the Town's primary drinking
watcr supply.

Also enclosed are aerial photographs that 1llustrate the closc proximity of an unused auto-unloading
facility located along the same rail line but not within the Zone 11 aquifer area

The Town’s recommendation is that the STB require the railroad to utilize the existing facility The
‘Town also requests the railroad allow installation of the monitoring wells as depicted in the attached plans
of Geolnsight, Inc

Thank you.
Sincerely, /
Shaun A Suhoski %OE%EOEED f
Town Admimistrator Sep “@odinge
6 -
a8 2003

cc’ Board of Selectmen Payy

Conservation Commission Pubjg kot

Water Dept Foreman / EMW

Board of Health



CONCERNS with
[Pam Amn Sowtbern [Proposed
Amio Unloadling [Faciliy

' August 251, 2008
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The proposall to merge PanAm (formerly Guillitord
Transportation [ndustries) and Norfolk Souihern to

florm PanAm Southern (PAS) includes & plam to bufld

am auto unloading ety im Ayer to accommodate S0

CArSo

o Comeerns about the unloading ity at Mhiis locations

— On aquiffer for Ayer and Litdleton’s Water Supply

- Surronnded by wetlands

llome to cndangered species = turtles and salamanders

o Z@@%@t e ity exists and fis currently mot im use
- = Guiilford eowns an aute unleading site fm Ayer that fis leased to CSX umtl

2017
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Saving Our Aquifer

“Swddenly % is so clewrs the world is
FImBming ot of jiresib waier, [Elumanily is
pollnting, diverting and depleting ihe
wellspring of lfe at @ Starding rate. Wi
CVEry [PASSIng Ay, Owr demand jor jireslh
watker owgpaces s availabiligy and
thowsands more peaple are put ot Fisk. ™
firom Blue Gold by Barlow and Clarke.
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Spectacle Pomd Wellls

o  Miajor sourse of water for towns off Ayer & [Littlston

= Calleetive capadity of 3.5 miilion gallons per day for the 3 wellls for
Ayer and Liitlston

- NO mew sounress of suffficient, adequate water cam be developed within
{ihe Gowm off Ayer

= Oy pristine water supply for Ayer

o Seures of water for our industries wiieh rely heavily em it for their

Prodmets
= Calimg, Nasoyan, Aqualting, Pepsi, Naghoba Hospiiial

o [Paving lnrges tracts of lhnd reduess both the quallity and quandity of water

recharnge




Unloading Site Locations

e £ -
‘n\ J} -
: —

AT AT A DD T1TATIO3. 88" VY ) elay  GE m Apr 2C05S




Q

[mpervious Surfaces IDimiimish
Water Quantity amd Quallity

o At even low level of imperviousness (10%)
— Increased runofit
— Reduced water quallity
— Shrinks biodiversity
— Dimimishes aquifer volume
o Raim water lost through evaporation
o And what if there is a spill?




Special Features of this Area
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Depth of groundwater ranges between 3.66° to

28° with am average depth of 6° — 8°
Soil is mainly sand and gravel R
Limnited vegetation
Area down gradient firom the site contains |

wetlands and thick, moist dark anaerobic peat
which is diffficult to clean wp

Rainwater is EBB@%%@@ absorbed — no @@@%@@
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Accidental Fuel Spills Can Occur

~ © [Fuel spill can occur firom
— Train locomotive

— 18- wheel trucks

— New cars

— Used employee cars

— Hydraulic lifts

12




Fuel Spills Do Qccur
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or spilll under 10 gullons and cleaned up by Rail Read -

o  7/08/2007 - Diesel fuel spill im Hill Rail Yard from leaking foe] ins on trajn.

gggl§l=8%§§§8§é§a
gﬁe@ggﬁaﬁggﬁa@ai

o  R00 2:“@%@@&&%'%%@&%@@&%%%2@9@&%

o 10/15/98- Diesel fnel lealk appr

5%%23%@&@% Could bave been as much as 1700 .-

o §=§n§%e%§g@@§§§%
poison on rail road property offf Willow Rd.

o=§=§= gggglggﬁagg
controlied by District 6 Haz - 2%%85,
sagely 10-12 gallons. Hill Rafl Yard - |

30/2008 - _@g aﬁ_ spilll at Willow Rd. Crossing. Notified by the _wa;ﬁé_
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Spill Locations
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Risk

o Cleanup cost is extreme

Remove the contamingmt

— Provide alternate water sources for towns and
< Stres
o [ndustries that rely om water for their products will
be forced to shut down
o Hospital/mursing home patients will be put at risk




w_m:aamm Turtles

Endangered species . .
hoﬁ: m_armb_mm.Hma@da éxr the Zmao:m_ Heritage
msmm.:amﬁma mmwo_nm 5@@85 SR IR F

O?mﬁ wwafﬁﬁa S - m@oﬁma 550 _oEm mﬁoﬁmﬁ m&msﬁsaﬂ

16




]

Recommnendation

oWe recommend that the PAS proposall to builld & mew
unleading faellity om the Sam Vel site be rejected
=The cnvironmentally sensitive site iis not appropriate
ffor tlhfis imnd off development.
=Am allternate site already exists that s directly across
the street and NOT im zome Il

17
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ToWN OF AYER
_ " SPECTACLE POND WELLFIELD
il LEGEND DRAFT ML PROPOSED WELL LOCATIONS
_ G s s e NOTES PAN_AM_PROPERTY Geolnsight
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